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‘Hear to listen, 

supporting all who work 

at Middlebrook.’ 

Middlebrook Angels’ Retail Chaplaincy 

has continued to develop its support 

of the Middlebrook staff over the last 

6 months. 

Co-ordinating Chaplain, Keith Armstrong and 

our team of volunteer chaplains (From right: 

Shirley, Dorothy and Linda), have increased the 

number of Middlebrook staff which we visit, 

supported Middlebrook events, helped with 

Middlebrook businesses’ charity initiatives, 

strengthened our links with the Bolton 

Wanderers Community Trust and the club 

chaplain, and have developed further our 

support of the churches represented on the 

Churches Together in Horwich and Rivington. 

A listening ear to the Middlebrook Staff 

The main aim of a retail chaplaincy such as ours is to 

provide support to shops and businesses by offering a 

confidential listening ear to the staff who work there. 

This gives staff the chance to offload worries 

concerning work, health or family issues with 

someone who doesn’t have a direct link to their own 

workplace or family. Each of our chaplains has an area 

of the retail park which they visit, usually once a 

week. Keith’s route covers Asda, M & S, Homebase, 

Boots, the restaurants and Kia.  Shirley covers DFS 

round to Wilko, Linda visits TK Maxx to Hollywood 

Bowl, and Dorothy sees Specsavers to American Golf. 

In 2017 we will be joined by 2 new chaplains, Glen and 

Mandy Atkinson, who will visit Middlebrook earlier in 

the week and in some evenings- therefore seeing staff 

who work different shifts. 
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Supporting Middlebrook Events 
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The Middlebrook Christmas Light Switch-on 

This was a fabulous day organised by Middlebrook 

Management including entertainment on a huge 

stage, and a visit from Father Christmas and his 

reindeer! The Middlebrook Angels led carol singing 

at various locations across the retail park including 

in Coast to Coast, M&S, Asda, Boots and Homebase! 

As well as our beautiful singing, we gave out mince 

pies and told people about  the lights switch-on 

later in the day.  

 

The Middlebrook ‘Summer of Sport’ 

Throughout the summer months, Middlebrook 

Management organised a series of sports related 

events across the retail park. To support this 

initiative, we ran various activities including a 

football kit treasure hunt coinciding with the start 

of the new football season and a ‘Hunt the Parrot’ 

treasure trail linking to the Rio Olympics where 

we were joined by the ‘Rio Birds’. Many people 

took part in the trails which took children and 

their families into a range of shops throughout 

Middlebrook.  

The Poppy Appeal and Armistice Day 

Service 

In November, Linda organised a rota of our 

chaplains and members of CTHR churches to 

collect for the Poppy Appeal in the mall near 

the Vue cinema. Keith, Peter Harley and Linda 

led our annual Armistice Day service at 

Middlebrook, which was attended by over 50 

Middlebrook staff  members, and  many 

shoppers who were passing by. We were 

accompanied by our marvellous bugler, Glen, 

who could be heard all across the retail park. 
 

 

The Ironman UK Bolton:  Keith offered support to friends and family of competitors at the 

transition at Middlebrook, Shirley encouraged runners as they passed on Chorley New Road and 

they both attended a special service for competitors led by BWFC chaplain, Phil Mason. 



 

 

 
Supporting Charities & Middlebrook Businesses’ Own Charity Events 

Charities 

In November we joined the Asda staff 

on their ‘Tickled Pink’ walk which was 

started by staff from an Asda in 

Trafford in the morning, continued by 

Asda Farnworth and Asda Astley Bridge 

staff, before Asda Middlebrook took 

over on the final leg finishing at 

Rivington Pike! We also supported the 

Asda Community Christmas lunch at 

Horwich Community Centre where the 

Asda staff (lead by Linda Gallimore and 

dressed as elves!) provided lunch to 

over 60 elderly people. 

The Halfords ‘Recycle’ Bikes for Africa Appeal 

We have continued to support this excellent 

appeal run by Halfords where you can donate 

second hand bikes which will then be restored 

and sent on to villages in Africa. 
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Asda’s Tickled Pink Relay Walk and Community Christmas Lunch 
 

The Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox Appeal 

During October and November we encouraged staff 

in the shops at Middlebrook to fill a shoebox with 

toys etc as a team to be given to the Operaration 

Christmas Child shoebox appeal. We collected over 

90 boxes from Middlebrook Staff adding to the 

8600 shoeboxes collected from the Bolton area! 

These were sent by lorry to some very grateful 

disadvantaged children in Serbia. Starbucks and M&S 

with their shoeboxes 

 

If you are doing a charity event in 

your business at Middlebrook 

and would like some support, 

please let us know! 

We have also supported BWFC Community Trust at their carol service and with Family, Faith, 

Football events; and Keith has recently done Dementia Champion training so we are planning to 

hold some Dementia friends awareness sessions for Middlebrook staff during 2017. 



 

 

 

How you can support the Chaplaincy 

 Become a volunteer chaplain 

To develop the work we do at Middlebrook we need 

new volunteer chaplains to join the team. 

 Join our prayer support team 

Workplace  chaplaincy can be quite daunting at times 

so we have a wonderful team of prayer supports who 

regularly pray for the chaplaincy. 

 Provide resources/ financial support 

Other than our co-ordinating chaplain, all our 

chaplains are volunteers but we constantly need to 

purchase resources such as fleeces, t-shirts, leaflets, 

bereavement booklets and stationery etc so we 

would be really grateful if you are able to provide any 

of these resources or finances to purchase them. 

If you are able to help in any of these ways please get 

in touch using the contact details above right. 

 

For more information about the 
Middlebrook Angels, or to leave your 

comments, please contact Keith Armstrong:  

The Hub, Bold Street, Bolton BL1 1LS 

Mobile: 07500 928573 

Tel: 01204 546118 

Chaplaincy: 07379 369840 

E-mail: tcc@bolton.gmim.org.uk 

Website: www.gmim.org.uk/middlebrook 

Facebook: MiddlebrookAngels 
 

  

 

Thank you once again for your continued support and, on behalf of all the 

Middlebrook Angels’ Team, we wish you all the best for 2017! 
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The Churches Together in Horwich and 

Rivington 

This group of leaders from the different churches 

in Horwich and Rivington meet regularly to share 

the work they are doing, offer each other support 

and plan events together in the Horwich area. 

Keith and Molly represent us on this team and in 

December we were able to support the CTHR by 

organising carol singing at Middlebrook where we 

distributed leaflets advertising all the Christmas 

services in the Horwich and Rivington churches.  

 

Funding and Support 

We would like to say a huge thank you to all 

those who have supported us this year: 

The Church of England, Manchester Diocese, 

Mission Development Fund  

Our Management Team: Stephen Fletcher (Holy 

Trinity Church), Peter Harley (St. Elizabeth’s 

Church), Heather Ingham (Emersons- 

Middlebrook Management), Kevin Flanagan 

(Greater Manchester Industrial Mission) and 

Phil Mason (Bolton Wanderers Club Chaplain) 

The Churches Together in Horwich & Rivington 

Our Prayer Support Team 

It is only through your continued support, 

advice and encouragement that we are able to 

reach out to those who work at Middlebrook. 
 

http://www.gmim.org.uk/middlebrook

